Isaiah Thomas finally makes his Cavalier debut tonight | Sports 
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Today’s weather 
Partly sunny, 
COLD but still cold. 
i High: 13 
Low: 3 


Wednesday: Cloudy, 20 | 8 
Thursday: Flurries, 12 | -1 


Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


Paramedics come 
before emergencies 


A community paramedics’ 
job isn’t to respond to emer- 
gencies. It’s to prevent them. 
The specially trained para- 
medics meet with residents 
in non-emergency situations 
to solve the issues that cause 
them to frequently dial 911 
for help, often for non-emer- 
gencies. A3 


Lethal drugs: Ohio’s prison 
system must produce records 
about lethal drugs it wants 
shielded from public view, the 
state Supreme Court rules. A3 


Nation &World 


Iranian protesters 
defy calls for calm 


Iranian security forces 
clamped down on the capital, 
Tehran, on Monday, after dem- 
onstrators across the country 
ignored calls for calm. Since 
the protests began Thursday, 
at least 12 people have been 
killed in clashes with security 
forces. AS 

Fire cats: Finding the missing 
cats that fled the October wild- 
fires has been an impassioned 
quest for one animal lover. A7 


No stock listings 
in today’s paper 
The U.S. stock markets took 
New Year’s Day off. They fin- 
ished 2017 with the biggest 
gains in a few years, and will 
reopen again today. 


Forum 


Some gun owners 

who got it all wrong 
Opinion: Columnist Frank 
Cerabino picks nominees for 
this year’s Florida Gun Owner 
of the Year Award. A8 


Sports 


Georgia advances 
to championship game 


Sony Michel’s 27-yard touch- 
down run gives Georgia a 
54-48 victory over Oklahoma in 
overtime, sending the Bulldogs 
to the College Football Playoff 
championship game. The other 
semifinal between Alabama 
and Clemson was not finished 
in time for this edition. B1 
Browns fuss: Cornerback 
Jason McCourty is miffed with 
folks inside the Browns orga- 
nization saying the team didn’t 
have enough talent to win. B1 


Diversions 


Nanjiani gets personal 

in his ‘Big Sick’ movie 
Kumail Nanjiani talks about 
what it’s like to reveal a deeply 
personal story to the world. 
And he explains how he deals 
with racist hecklers. P1 


cleveland.com 


12 popular shows 
being revived this year 


A look at some of 
the famous shows 
that are being re- 


vived or getting the 
reboot treatment in 2018. 
cleveland.com/entertainment 
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Just too cold to do anythin 


Even annual polar plunge is frozen out because of iced-over lake 


From staff reports 


You know it’s cold when 
the polar plunge gets can- 
celed. 

Despite temperatures in 
the single digits and wind 
chills way below that, about 
a dozen hardy souls showed 
up at Edgewater Park for the 
annual New Year’s Day leap 
into Lake Erie. 


They still got plenty cold 
but were unable to go into 
the water because crews 
had a difficult time open- 
ing up a hole in the ice, the 
Cleveland Crusaders Rugby 
Club, the event’s organiz- 
ers, said on their Facebook 
page. 

“Sadly Lake Erie was ba- 
sically frozen to Canada, so 
we couldn’t actually do the 


polar plunge, but we still 
collected a few hundred 
pounds of canned foods for 
the Greater Cleveland Food 
Bank,” their post said. 

And the relentless cold 
isn’t going away anytime 
soon, according to cleve- 
land.com meteorologist 
Kelly Reardon. 

For the morning com- 
mute, wind chills will dip 


Homicides in 2017 


Behind the numbers: 
stories of lives lost 


LYNN ISCHAY | THE PLAIN DEALER 
The roses have faded next to a photo of Robert Godwin Sr. that rests along 

East 93rd as part of a memorial to Godwin, who died in a random shooting, 
streamed live on Facebook, on Easter Sunday. 


THOMAS ONDREY | THE PLAIN DEALER 
Donnesha Cooper, mother of murder victim Alianna DeFreeze, hugs a mourner 
after services for her daughter at Imani Temple Ministries in Cleveland Heights 
on Feb. 11. Alianna was abducted from an RTA bus stop in Cleveland. 


below -10 degrees through 
11 a.m., hit the negative sin- 
gle digits in the afternoon 
and stay there through the 
evening. 

Actual temperatures will 
run closer to the single dig- 
its to the teens. 

But the breezy winds, 
up to 16 mph at times, will 
make things feel all the 
more frosty. 


Salvation Army worker 
Jared Plesec, 21, was 
shot and killed Dec. 2 in 
Cleveland. 


Michael Kuznik and Trina 
Tomola were slain at 
their car dealership. 


Abdel Bashiti, 12, was 
killed by a stray bullet 
outside his father’s 
beauty supply store. 


Cleveland saw a slight decline in murders, 
but all cases leave behind grief, heartache 


COURTNEY ASTOLFI 
castolfi@cleveland.com 


Sunday marked the end 
of another deadly year in 
Cleveland. Despite some 
headlines that grabbed na- 
tional attention, there was a 
slight decrease in homicides 
compared to last year. 

Cleveland police tallied 
130 homicides in 2017, a 
decrease from last year’s 133 
homicides, which marked 
one of the deadliest years in 
the city in decades. 

Homicide rates had been 
on the rise every year since 
2013. 


The final homicide of 
2017 happened Saturday 
morning when a man with 
a developmental disability 
was shot while shoveling 
snow shortly after he fin- 
ished his shift at an East 
Side Rally’s. 

Police have not said 
whether an arrest was made 
in that shooting. 

Killings kept Cleveland in 
the national spotlight last 
year for the wrong reasons. 
Two stories garnered partic- 
ularly widespread attention 
from residents of Cleveland 
and across the state. 

A teenage girl was kid- 


napped and killed on her 
way to school. She was just 
one of a handful of children 
slain in 2017. 

Northeast Ohio remained 
on edge as it watched the 
manhunt unfold for a Cleve- 
land man who came to be 
known as the “Facebook 
killer” after he picked a 
victim at random on Easter 
Sunday. 

Cleveland.com compiled a 
list of 10 notable homicides 
from 2017. 

They were chosen based 
on myriad factors, including 
reaction from readers, the 
loss of a child, or the loss 


of someone who was simply 
caught in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. 


Lyft driver killed while 
dropping off passenger 

Mourice Foster was 
working as a driver for 
the ride-hailing app Lyft 
on Aug. 28 when he was 
shot and killed in the city’s 
South Collinwood neighbor- 
hood. 

The 32-year-old Cleveland 
man was a recently engaged 
factory worker and a father 
of four. 


SEE HOMICIDE | A4 


Cleveland 


Increase 
in taxes 
to be put 
to work 


More police and 
EMTs expected 


ROBERT HIGGS 
bhiggs @cleveland.com 


As 2018 rolls in and 
Mayor Frank Jackson 
starts a record fourth 
4-year term, Clevelanders 
can look for a boost in 
safety forces, more efforts 
to bolster neighborhoods 
and an expansion of city 
services. 

Voters approved an in- 
crease in the city’s income 
tax in 2017 that will raise 
$93 million more for city 
coffers over the year. As 
a result, new hiring and 
new programs don’t have 
to wait. 

Cleveland.com asked 
Jackson and City Council 
President Kevin Kelley to 
forecast what the early 
part of the new year could 
look like. Here’s some of 
what they said. 


Pretty sure bets 
Several initiatives in- 
volve efforts that already 
are underway, such as the 
expansion of safety forces 
and Jackson’s neighbor- 
hood improvement plans. 


SEE CLEVELAND | A4 


Kim tries 
Olympic 
end run 
of U.S. 


CHOE SANG-HuUN 
AND Davip E. SANGER 
New York Times 


SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA 
— Beyond a New Year’s 
declaration by North 
Korea leader Kim Jong 
Un that he would move 
to the mass-production 
of nuclear weapons and 
intercontinental missiles 
in 2018 lies a canny new 
strategy to initiate direct 
talks with South Korea 
in the hope of driving 
a wedge into its seven- 
decade alliance with the 
United States. 

Kim, perhaps sensing 
the simmering tension 
between President Don- 
ald Trump and President 
Moon Jae-in of South 
Korea, called for an urgent 
dialogue between the two 
Koreas before the opening 
of the Winter Olympics in 
the South next month. 

The strained relation- 
ship between the allies 
has been playing out for 
months, as Moon, a lib- 
eral, argued for economic 
and diplomatic openings 
with the North, even as 
Trump has worked hard 
to squeeze the North with 
increasingly punishing 
sanctions. 

Moon also angered 
Trump and his aides in 
recent months by sug- 
gesting he holds what he 
called a veto over any U.S. 
pre-emptive military ac- 
tion against the North’s 
nuclear program. 
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